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Code-named The Pentagon, the meeting dissolves into five groups for
discussions and questions about photography or photographic equipment.
Bring your cameras, lenses, flash lights, and the Manual, and prepare your
comments and questions to bring to the Pentagon.

There is still enough of the holiday time left for travel photos, especially
now that the daylight starts to be less intense and contrasty over the next
few weeks. Fortunately for people living in East Gippsland, we do not have
to travel far for our good landscape shots. And we can go back at different
times when the light is just optimal for that special photograph.

My Stuff is now running for its second months. At this time, I am checking
if there is sufficient interest among the membership for this column to
continue. If you prefer, this is an invitation for members to state what it is,
that they find so appealing and unique about photography. Between 100
and 500 words, accompanied by a few photographs to illustrate the text, is
all that is needed. Include photos that you like; they need not be of
competition standard.

Speaking of comps, bring a USB and download your copy of Entry Maker
at this meeting, if you do not already have it on your computer. Ask around
if you have issues with installing or using the software.

There are many club trips for the taking, ranging from a casual outing to

a weekend away. That means, lots of opportunities for pressing the

shutter.
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Until next time, keep clicking away.

The February workshop takes on a different format. In addition
to hearing the words of wisdom of our guest speaker, there will
be a rare occurrence where faction forming is encouraged.

To Contact the Editor

barbrog54@yahoo.com.au

T 041 9 1 28 300.

No phone calls after 8:30 pm please.



MyStuff
Personal Reflections

by Vicki Jarrett

A couple of years ago it was my turn to have my family at my house for Christmas day.
Later that day a bus load of my sister’s in-laws turned up (the Waterwheel Tavern bus!)
and I had about 30 people pose for a never to be repeated, group shot. You guessed,
the camera failed (and never worked again). I was mortified, and vowed it would never
happen again. I spent the next 6 months researching cameras, and eventually settled
on a Canon 6D, full frame.

I then joined the EGPS after wandering into the
“World Photography” exhibition in Service
Street. The local talent was extraordinary.

I soon discovered that I had a good camera and
an awful lens, and 99% of my photos were
rubbish. I needed a good lens. DPS were
showcasing some portraits of small children and
dogs using a very narrow depth of field in
fantastic early morning light. THAT was what I
wanted to do. I bought a Canon 85mm 1.2 L
lens, did a beginners photography course with
Tony H, and have been thrilled with most of my
photos ever since.

Last year I went to the annual VAPS convention
in Bendigo and heard some very, very inspiring
talks, particularly by Julieanne Kost (Adobe),
and Shireen Hammond (Field of Vision
Photography).

Julienne got me started on Adobe Creative
Cloud, and Shireen gave us a motivational
speech on why we should MAKE the time and
effort to get family photos.

In Shireen’s words “I have learned that even
though your images are special now, in just a few
years time they will become even more
important. They will become treasured
memories that you will cherish forever.”

Ever since then I have made the effort to take
HEAPS of family photos at family functions. I
don’t use a flash (and don’t own one), so as long
as it is a day function, I can discreetly snap away,
and not make people uncomfortable.

A memory stick full of photos also makes a
very personal, and special gift for birthdays,
Christmas etc.

I love taking photos of
pets, and I have just been
invited to take photos of
the baby puppy classes at
the local dog obedience
club. Super cute little
kids with their super cute
little puppies ! Heaven !
I can’t wait.



What I like

Current kindle books: It’s not about the f-stop, by Jay Maisel, The Headshot, by Peter Hurley, and
Digital Photography, the boxed set, by Scott Kelby.

I always enter our club comps. It is a
free, anonymous, critique from
accomplished photographers, and a
terrific way to improve my skills.



Profi atWork

Back to Basics.
Presented by Elden Marshall at the January workshop.

Elden’s photographs all smack of those basic ingredients he discussed at the
Workshop.

Here is rule number one. Think what you want to achieve before you press the shutter.

Leading Lines.



If the
leading lines
are not
convincing,
show the Foreground.

A presentation of this tutorial is on the EGPS website.



Looking for Light

To capture the
light, Elden
walked for several
kilometres in the
mountains of the
south Island in
New Zealand.
Conditions were
too inclement to
carry a tripod. He
says he rarely uses
a tripod, and most
of his images
were taken hand-
held.

Here, Elden captured the detail of the bubbles in the icicles on the right side, as the water dripped
off the barren vegetation and became frozen in time. He may well have wanted to achieve a
demonstration of that temporal progression from water to ice, as he laid on his belly in freezing
conditions. The flowing creek in the background suggests such intent, where manipulating the
shutter speed captured the movement of the flowing creek.
To capture the action, the camera was hand held at 1/30 second.



Finding more Light

These photos show how shadows became shapes, to compliment the area of interest.



EGPS on Tour

By Ronnie Curtis
Trip Coordinator

To locate more destinations for future trips, members are encouraged to look out
for events and photo opportunities and contact me with the details.
ronnie@egps.com.au

Cape Conran weekend on Feb 27-28th.

We have filled our 2 houses at West Cape Cabins
but if you have decided to come and are not
booked in please ring West Cape Cabins and
make your own arrangements or come up for the
day.
They are all top bunks but you may be able to
put the mattresses on the floor. Cost will be
approx. $150. BYO food etc. Let me know ASP
Ronnie 0409436475.
Alternatively book your own accommodation by
contacting Parks Victoria. They have 4 bed huts
for $98.50 per night.

For something else in Feb,
you could wander around the Bruthen Blues
Festival over the weekend of Feb 20-21.

Wilsons Prom

We have reached capacity with the Wilsons
Prom accommodation but if you would like
to join us please ring parks Victoria and see
what they have in the way of sites or small
cabins. We hope to do some painting with
light and maybe star trails. There are only a
couple of beds still available for our Wilsons
Prom trip 6-9 May.

Upcoming Event

I have another big trip in November to
Geelong and although it is 8 months away,
there is a lot to be done behind the scenes, in
particular finding accommodation and
looking for photo locations working with the
Geelong clubs. So if you are interested let me
know. Ronnie 0409436475

The club would like to get more members entering the comps.

Many photos you see in the comps were taken while on a field trip.

Don’t forget to contact a committee member to come and talk you through Entry Maker at

your home.



What’s On
Members need to organise their own RSVP and transport if they wish to attend.



News from Cyberspace
Digital Freebies

by Barbara Rogalla

http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Libraries/eLibrary
takes you to the list of free offerings. The first three items,
the Zinio, Axis 360, and Bolinda Digital databases, show
you the collections.
You can access this service from home, through the library
membership number. It requires setting up of a free
account, with email address and password.

As a free service to its members, the electronic library of the East Gippsland Shire
offers magazines, talking audio books, and even courses on learning computer skills
and software.



Once these preliminaries are sorted, double
click on the magazine, click on Checkout,
and start reading. Alternatively, one can
download an app for reading offline on the
iPad, iPhone, Android mobile phone, or on
Kindle. There even is an option to receive an
email when the next issue is available.

Unfortunately, there are no dedicated
photography magazines. The closest title is
National Geographic. But even that is a good
bargain, at the cost of naught.

But wait, there is more.
Scroll down the list on
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Libraries/eLibrary
to the Computer School for courses with assessments
and a certificate at the end, if required.
Courses range from Computer Basics and Internet Basics
to understanding more advanced software,
grouped by the name of the software company.

Adobe offers, among others, courses in Lightroom and Photoshop.
The Courses banner includes a course on Digital Photography that takes the student from Beginner to
Advanced stages.

Some members would find the Computer Basics section a good place to start.
There is only one snag. Some computer knowledge is required, for instance how to log on. If that is an
issue, ask the librarian to show you how to kick start your online course.




